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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


TIS  0CT03S5  FIRST  CBOF  R3P0HT 

A  radio  discussion  "bv  Wallace  Ka,dderly,  Radio  Service,  and  E.  J, 
Rowell,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  presented  during  the  Department  of 
Agric'olture  portion  of  National  Farn  and  Home  Hour,  Wednesdaj^,  October  11, 
1939,   through  the  facilities  of  the  llational  Broadcasting  Company  and  104 
associated  stations, 

f  — ooOOOOoo— 

I 

KADDERIjY  : 

'                       Yesterday  afternoon  at  exactly  3:00  o'clock,   the  Department  of  %ri- 
culturc  issued  its  crop  report  which  covers  conditions  and  size  of  crop 
expected  as  of  Octoher  1,    As  most  of  you  kno?/,   this  report  is  prepared  he- 
hind  locked  doors    and  windows.     The  "blinds  are  drawn  and  well  every- 
thing possible  is  done  to  prevent  aiiy  of  this  information  getting  out  in 
advance  of  the  appointed  hoi:iT,    Ho  report  could  he  more  carefully  guarded 
than  the  crop  reports  of  the  Department  of  agTi culture . 

E,  J.   "I.Iike"  Rowell  of  the  Agricultural  liarketing  Service  is  here  . 
with  this  new  crop  report  and  ready  to  give  us  the  highlights, 

ROWELL: 

That's  right  Wallace,  and  hriefl;^  they  are  these.     Crop  prospects  •■  ■ 
declined  ahait  1  percent  during  Scpterahcr  and  ps.sturcs  suffered  severely. 
Of  course,  I  am  referring  to  the  country  as  a  whole  hut  most  of  the  reduc*-. 
tion  ^'7as  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  G-reat  Plains  area  which  had  one  of 
the  driest  and  hottest  Septembers  in  years,    Wallace,   if  yoTi  will  take  this 
list  of  comjflodi ties  and  read  them  off  one  at  a  time  I'll  strive  to  give  a 
few  words  about  each  one  as  to  size  of  the 'crop  and  whether  the  crop  is 
larger  or  smaller  than  was  cxpoctod  a  month  ago, 

KADDERLY: 

(Ad  lib)  C0R2T. 

ROY/ELL: 

The  estimated  production  of  corn  is  2  billion,  532  million  bushels, 
I  That's  aboat  ®q.ual  to  last  year's  crop  and  is  an.  increase  of  only  9- million 

^  bushels  of  the  September  forecast,     Incidently  the  \veather  conditions  favored 

early  maturity  of  the  corn  crop  this  year, 

KADDERLY:  '  '  p' 

Wheat.  % 

ROWELL:  •       ^  - 

Preliminary  estimate  is  740  million  bushels.     That's  a  little  Icjeis  . 
than  the  10-year  average  and  almost  200  million  less  than  last  year.  ■ 

KADDERLY : 

Grain  Sorghums, 

ROWELL: 

Down  12  percent  -  an  estimated  crop  of  88  million  bushels. 


( over) 


KADD3RLY : 

"Oats. 


ROVJSLI.: 

The  1939  or.t  crop  is  now  ostinatcd  at  941  nillion  "bushels;   cm  increase 
of  11  j.iillion  dijriii^;;  the  p<?.st  nonth  lout  it  is  still  10  percent  "below  r.vcragc. 

KADDilRLr:  "  " 

Hay. 

ROWELL: 

84  nillion  tons,  '  Adding  that  to  the  16  nillion  tons  on  fan.is  last 
spring  provides  a  supply  of  100  million  which  is  lo  nillion  tons  larger  than 
the  10-year  arerage. 

KADHSHjY  : 

Barley. 

EO^TELL:  .  ■  . 

Up  2  percent.'  "  • 

Potatoes.  (Irish) 

ROT£LL: 

Down' 2  percent,  with  the  crop  now  estimated  at  359  nillion  bushels. 
In  Maine  the  yields  are  unifornally  di  sa,ppointing  while  in  Idaho  the  prospects 
are  a"boi:.t  the  sai.io  as  a,  nonth  ago, 

KADIEHLY:  .  .  . 

Sweet  potatoes, 

ROV/SLL: 

Dovra  3  percent. 

KADIEFIjY  :  '   ■■  ■  ' 

Peanuts. 

FiOWSLL: 

Down  5  percent. 

KADDSI"ULY:  .  •  ' 

To"bacco , 

Jxzst  a'^oout  the  sar.e  as  a  nonth  rgo, 

KADDSELY:  : 

Citrus  frtilts  —  wait  a  ninutc;  lot's  "break  that-  down  and  take  grapo- 
frv.it  first. 
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Ra.73LL: 

ITcarl;^  37  nillion  1)0X03;   that' s  quite  a  lot  less  than  last  year, 
"but  "bicger  than  cither  of  the  tv/o  previous  ["/oars, 

KADDEHLY: 

Ilorida  oranges, 

HaTl]LL: 

".'.'ell,  it  v/ill  prohaoly  'oo  the  "biggest  crop  on  record, 

ZADIEI-iLY : 

California  navel  oranges, 

A''ooiit  16  percent  snaller  than  last  3^ ear,  or  2  percent  helov;  the 
lO-^'^ear  avei'agc. 

KADDHRLY: 

That  doesn't  cover  all  the  list  tliat  you  handed  ne,  Hike,   I  can 
see  reports  on  here  for  hucb.7hea.t,  rice,  flaxseed,  "beajas,  pears,  prunes 
and  pluLis,  crajilDerries  and  a  lot  of  ni scellaneou s  fruits  aaid  nuts,   out  if 
art''  of  our  !Par"i  and  Hone  friends  v/ould  like  inforna,tion  on  these  or  any 
other  connodities  I  kno^.^  you  will  "be  pleased  to  provide  it, 

ROWSLL: 

^  T'iiat's  right  WgJLlace,  v/e're  alv/ays  glad  to  do  that, 
I-:ADIE?cLY  : 

1  thiiilc  \7e  should  heo.r  a'oov-t  a  couple  i.iore  farn  products;  what  ahout 

apples? 
EO^ZLL: 

2  percent  drop  in  the  size  of  the  co:r.'iGrcial  crop  since  Septen'ber  1, 
"bu-t  fruit  production  is  s'afficient  to  give  nore  than  the  usual  aiou.nt  of 
fruit  per,  person  dviring  the  cor.iiiig  year, 

K  jUDXEnlY : 

WiTa.t  ahout  a  fev;  words  on  vcgota.Dlc s, 

ROTiTELL: 

Lots  of  onions  and  snap  "beans,  a  rather  light  tonnage  of  late  crop 
caobago,  "but  generally  speaking  the  supply  of  faJ.1  vegctahlcs  for  use  now 
and  vrintor  storage  appears  adequate. 

KADnSLY: 

Thariks  Hike,  rjid  v/e'll  "be  looking  for  you  tonorrov/  ^.Jith  your  report 
on  cattle  on  feed. 

EOWjLL: 

Yes,  Wallace,  cattle  on  feed  is  the  report  tomorrow.     That  is  relee.sed 
at  12:00  o'clock  and  we'll  have  it  on  the  air  in  less  than  an  hour  later, 

KADHERLY: 

(Ad  li"b  close  calling  attention  to  fact  crop  report  can  "be  had  fran 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  U.  S,D,A. ,  or  from  Agri  cu.ltm-al  Extension 
Service  of  State  Land  Grant  College). 


